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FOREWORD 

Actual history is history that is relevant to the present context. Interpreting the 
history of the past, therefore, must be relevant to the needs and challenges of 
today’s times. The old-fashioned generation cannot impose its views and desires on 
the Millennial generation. If each generation has its own challenges and problems, 
then the Millennial generation now also has the right to play a role so that it is 
recorded in its own historical narrative.

The current generation is generally dazzled by the roles that have been played 
by previous generations. But for Millennials who are history literate, they will 
remain aware and critically understand the historical roles of previous generations, 
which can also be actualized in the present and here context.

The articles presented in the TAWARIKH journal, April 2021 edition, examine 
the past, but are still relevant to contemporary needs. Thus, it is true the statement that actual History is history 
that has to do with contemporary needs. Studying history only for the sake of the past is clearly irrelevant and 
also not interesting, due to in fact historical events only happened once, and it took place in the past which will 
not be repeated again, because of its unique and particular nature, not general and repeated.

The first article, written by Awangku Muhammad Nabeel bin Pengiran Haji Kamarul Zaman, Nani 
Suryani binti Haji Abu Bakar & Haji Awang Asbol bin Haji Mail of Brunei Darussalam, entitled “A Brief History 
of Brunei Noble Rank between 1958 and 1959: A Restructuring”, examined that there was a restructuring 
to the ranking of Brunei nobles during the reign of Sultan Haji Omar Ali Saifuddien III, 1950-1967. The 
restructuring, which occurred on the eve and following the promulgation of the 1959 Constitution, was 
indirectly influenced by the role of Sultan Hashim Jalilul Alam Aqamaddin, 1885-1906, in the 1905/1906 
Supplementary Agreement. 

The second article, written by M. Dien Madjid & Johan Wahyudi of Indonesia, entitled “Stability above 
Instability: Trade and Anti-Colonialization in Sukadana in XIX Century”, explained that the entry of VOC 
(Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie or Dutch East-India Company)’s merchants made this port even 
more lively, but also more prone to being divided. Due to the deeper infiltration into the association of 
the Sukadana palace, this kingdom was split into three parts. These three were Panembahan Sukadana, 
Panembahan Matan, and Panembahan Simpang. 

The third article, written by Abdul Haris Fatgehipon of Indonesia, entitled “The Exodus of KNIL 
Soldiers from Maluku to the Netherlands in 1950s”, stated that the transition of power on 27 December 
1949, resulted in a conflict between pro-Indonesian and pro-Dutch forces, namely the KNIL (Koninklijke 
Nederlands Indische Leger or the Royal Netherlands Indies Army). The group that was pro-Dutch, chose to 
exodus to the Netherlands. 

The fourth article, written by Asmahani Muhthar, Abdul Razaq Ahmad & Mohd Mahzan Awang of 
Malaysia, entitled “Application of Blending Learning Based on the Issue of 13 May 1969 for Teaching and 
Learning in Malaysia”, described that History subjects require the application of methods that can stimulate 
interest and can motivate students in following the teaching and learning of history without feeling bored, 
especially in the topic of 13 May 1969’s events in Malaysia, which requires interpretation and rationalization 
of the causes and consequences of the events. The use of blended learning in teaching and learning for 
this topic is seen as an effective method in shaping the ability to think creatively and imagination, while 
achieving understanding to students. 

Lastly, the fifth article, written by Dinn Wahyudin, Agus Sumule & Andi Suwirta of Indonesia, entitled 
“Alternatives of Genuine Basic Education Program in Papua Provinces, Indonesia”, showed that there are 
several considerations behind the need for a strategy to adjust the implementation of education in Papua. 
Especially basic education for rural and remote communities in “Tanah” (Land) of Papua. One of them is 
that currently the educational attainment in these two Provinces are relatively behind compared to most 
other Provinces in Indonesia. 

Do enjoy reading the scientific articles in the TAWARIKH journal, April 2021 edition. Hopefully there 
will be many benefits.
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